
Title: The Sower, the Seed, and the Soils (Part 1) 

Passage: Mark 4:1-20  

 

Introduction: 

Question: Can someone lose their salvation? 

 Answer: Parable of the Soils 

 You cannot lose your salvation. True salvation comes by the inner workings by the Spirit. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 

with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise 

of his glory. 

 

 But you can be deceived to think you are a Christian but in reality not genuinely saved. 

Matthew 7:21-23 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast 

out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

 

Passage: Mark 4:1-20 

 

Context of Passage: 

Jesus ministry in Israel had begun and was very impactful.  At this point, about 1.5 years after being public. 

 Jesus’ authority over illnesses, evil spirits, and forgiveness of sins had been displayed through actions and 

words. 

 Even Jesus physical family members were really concerned about all of this and tried to arrest/detain him 

(Mark 3) 

 Pharisees became threatened by Jesus as He was shattering their paradigm and pointing out their hypocrisy 

(using religion for their own interests) 

 Large crowds started following Him in response to miracles. 

But Jesus was not naive.  He knew many of the crowds and where their hearts truly are 

John 2:23-24 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he 

was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 

 God knows your heart. 

 Question: Have you really had a moment of transformation where overwhelmed by your sins and ever since 

reflected the Holy Spirit’s work where repentant of sin and showing the fruit of the Spirit? 

 



Parables 

 Parable = “along side” and “place something awith it” 

o Place something along with something else for illustration 

o Here: Jesus makes a spiritual truth and uses an illustration to show it. 

 Jesus didn’t invent parables but existed in Old Testament as well (Nathan’s parable rebuking David’s sin - 2 

Samuel 12) 

 Parables usually focus on a single truth. 

o Not allegories where use each element and minor detail on their meaning.   

o Ex: Parable of Good Samaritan (not every aspect has a spiritual meaning) 

 Work of grace to reveal truth to a believer and work of judgment to hide from non-believers. 

 

Parable of the Soils 

Mark 4:3 

“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow.  

 main method to spread seed in a large field. 

Types of Soil 

1. Hard soil 

Mark 4:4-7 

And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it.  

 fences didn’t exist but rather fields were bordered by paths. 

 Paths were accessible by any traveler to pass and go from place to place 

 Risks: birds take away seeds on pathway 

2. Rocky soil 

Mark 4:5-6 

Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no 

depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 

 rocky ground = limestone bedrock just a few inches below a layer of soil.  Prevents roots going deep. 

3. Thorny soil 

Mark 4:7 

Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 

 Deceptive soil as looks good on the surface. 

 The only way to remove weeds is to remove from the roots. 

 Good seed vs. dormant weeds = weeds prevail / good seed dies. 

4. Good soil 

Mark 4:8 

And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and 

sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 

 Soil = deep, rich, soft, and clean (no weeds) 



 Yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold = unheard of but shows the real power of the seed. 

 

Mark 4:9 

And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 occurs 8 times in the New Testament 

 Command: be wise as you listen 

 An invitation for all to pay attention. 

 

Two Purposes of Parables 

Mark 4:10-12 

And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. And he said to them, “To 

you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, so that 

“‘they may indeed see but not perceive, 

and may indeed hear but not understand, 

lest they should turn and be forgiven.’” 

 parables are meant to obscure truths to those who are not chosen by Him 

 

Positive: Reveal truth to those who believe 

 Followers of Jesus possess the ears to hear 

 God’s grace of granting revelation of truth 

 If there is anything good in you, it is only because of God’s grace and mercy 

o You are no better than anyone else. 

o Only by God’s grace He has saved you 

 

Negative: Conceal truth from hard-hearted ones 

Isaiah 6:9-10 

And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 

“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 

keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 

Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear 

with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 

 people are given the message of repentance but they continue to reject the truth repeatedly enough where 

their hearts are seared/hardened 

 There are no innocent people out there who want to know God and are unable to. 

 

Divine sovereignty vs. human responsibility 

 They are compatible with each other, not anti-thetical (like two wings of an airplane - they are in perfect 

balance) 



o Remove any one wing, the plane crashes 

o Do not lean strongly one way or the other. Otherwise, fall into fatalism/ignorance (ignore human 

responsibility) or legalism (ignore divine sovereignty). 

Acts 2:23 

this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of lawless men. 

 Human responsibility: evil was done because it resided in hearts of man 

 Divine sovereignty: God used man’s evil heart to accomplish His purposes. 

John 11:49-52 

But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. Nor do you 

understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 

He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 

nation, and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 

 Pharisees were planning something that God had already planned since the beginning of the world 

(prophesy) Yet called to repent for their crucifying Jesus. 

 There are no excuses.  You remain responsible for your faith in God. 

Hebrews 9:27 

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 

 

 Depth of our relationship with God is fully dependent on God yet I need to fully walk with God. 

John 15:5-6 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 

me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 

Philippians 2:12-13 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 


